
Youth Will Build Future for Zimbabwe
YALI Network member Charmaine Picardo is a staunch advocate for sexual and reproductive rights.
She hopes to establish a think tank in Zimbabwe for youth that addresses topics like women’s rights
and civic involvement.

“I want the think tank to be comprised of young people because we are going to inherit the country,”
she said.

Selected as a Washington Fellow, the young Zimbabwean wants to learn how she can raise funds to
support projects in her areas of interest, which include the rights of homeless women.

Picardo stresses that she doesn’t want to “wait for solutions that come from outside the country or
from other people who may not fully be in touch with what is currently going on in Zimbabwe.”

During her fellowship studies at Rutgers University in New Brunswick, New Jersey, Picardo also
wants to learn how to effectively combine media and arts with advocacy to push for social change
and community development.

“I hope to document young people’s stories, challenges and solutions,” she said. “The media is such
a strong communication tool, and now with social media we can reach far and wide.”

Currently a second-year student at the University of Zimbabwe in Harare, Picardo became an on-air
voice at age 17 on the popular television show Ndeipi Gen’a, which focuses on youth activism and
development. From 2011 to 2012 she wrote about reproductive rights for the Herald Cool Lifestyle
newspaper, and in 2012 she worked as a community arts educator for the Arts Lab, a project
targeted at youth.

In 2012 and 2013, Picardo was involved in drafting a constitution for Zimbabwe, and in 2013 she
served as an election observer.

The youth want to learn “what is happening globally and get a chance to catch up on global trends,”
she said.

“We [Washington Fellows] will share and apply the knowledge we will acquire with other people in
our  countries  as  well  as  mentor  others  and  actively  participate  in  various  areas  to  foster
development.”
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A generation plans to change the world. Millennials — or 18- to 29-year-old Americans — are anxious
to get jobs, but given a choice, they favor jobs they figure might make the world a better place. They
grew up in the digital age, making them well aware of the world’s problems.

Today’s university students, especially, have a do-gooder mission, and fulfilling that mission is more
important to them than having children or a prestigious career,  acquiring wealth or becoming
community leaders, according to Cliff Zukin, professor of political science at Rutgers University.
Their sensibility is sure to affect how businesses operate because, by 2020, millennials will make up
nearly half the workforce.

“My generation has been imbued with a sense of responsibility,” said millennial Allison McGuire of
the  Companies  for  Good  blog.  “We  grew  up  learning  that  our  actions  directly  affect  our
communities.” As workers,  millennials hope to nudge their employers to take responsibility for
employees, for society and for the world, she said.

But millennials are not idealistic fools. According to a 2012 survey conducted by Zukin for Net
Impact, an advocacy group, the recession of the late 2000s made the millennial generation care
about  survival  in  the  labor  market  more  than  anything  else,  including  their  change-the-world
aspirations. Job security and a good work/life balance surpass their altruistic desires.

Still, Zukin argues, that is “quite unusual for those in their early 20s, who are supposed to be so self-
confident and entrepreneurial.” As the economy improves, he believes, the younger generation will
re-focus on making a difference and seek jobs allowing them to do that.
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