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Lesson Description 
This lesson takes a look at the very real effects of climate change on human and animal 
populations and migration, rainfall-dependent agriculture and the serious problems of drought 
and changes in typical precipitation patterns, and the intensification of illnesses such as 
mosquito borne diseases and respiratory and cardiovascular sickness. 

 

Lesson Overview 
1. The effects of climate change on African agriculture. 
2. The role of climate change in worsening health, including increases in mosquito-borne 

diseases, tropical fevers, and respiratory illnesses.  
3. Climate change and its potential to ignite conflict amongst people and nations. 

 

Discussion Questions 
1. What, if any, changes have you seen in the rainfall patterns and agriculture in your 

community? What changes have you seen in the availability of traditional crops? What 
changes have you seen in animal populations? How would the loss of predictable rainfall 
and fertile agricultural land impact the economic health of your community? How would a 
loss of agricultural production impact the development of your community? 

 

2. Burning fossil fuels, particularly in times of extreme heat, can cause significant loss of air 
quality. Discuss the differences you can see and smell in air quality between areas with 
high amounts of fossil fuel emissions and those with little to no fossil fuel emissions. What 
are the primary causes of greenhouse gas emissions in your community? What steps have 
you seen taken to reduce or eliminate these emissions? 

 

3. Rising sea levels, flooding, and drought from climate change will alter the land available for 
human habitat and development. Where do you see the risks to populations from climate 
change? How prepared do you think the people and governments in your country are for 
these risks?  

 

Developmental Actions 
1. Identify the primary risk factors attributable to climate change in your community. Identify 

the vulnerable populations associated with these risks. Develop information and resources 
to educate these populations. Enroll your community in your efforts and work with them to 
inform others about the risks of climate change.  
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